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just as it was in Rome in the days of her declining power
and glory.

In this connection we may briefly consider the views
of Professor Giddings1 on " the consciousness of .kind,"
which he would have us regard as the basic principle of
social organisation. He writes, " In its widest extension
the consciousness of kind marks off the animate from
the inanimate. Within the wide class of the animals
it marks off species and races. Within racial lines the
consciousness of kind underlies the more definite ethnical
and political groupings, it is the basis of class distinctions,
of innumerable forms of alliance, of rules of intercourse,
and of peculiarities of policy. Our conduct towards
those whom we feel to be most like ourselves is instinctively
and rationally different from our conduct towards others,
whom we believe to be less like ourselves. Again, it is
the consciousness of kind, and nothing else, which dis-
tinguishes social conduct, as such, from purely economic,
purely political, or purely religious conduct; for in actual
life it constantly interferes with the theoretically perfect
operation of the economic, political, or religious motive.
The working man joins a strike of which he does not
approve rather than cut himself off from his fellows. For
a similar reason the manufacturer who questions the
value of protection to his own industry yet pays his con-
tribution to the protectionist campaign fund. The
Southern gentleman, who believed in the cause of the
"Union, none the less threw in his fortunes with the Con-
federacy, if he felt himself to be one of the Southern
people and a stranger to the people of the North. The
-liberalising of creeds is accomplished by the efforts of
.men who are no longer able to accept the traditional
dogma, but who desire to maintain associations which it
would be painful to sever. In a word, it is about the
consciousness of kind that all other motives organise
themselves in the evolution of social choice, social volition,
or social policy."

All that attraction of like to like, which Giddings
here attributes to the " consciousness of kind " is, I think,
1 Principks of Sociology, p. i$ (my quotation is abridged).